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A red-and-blue pelmet with
pennants caps the French
doors that open into this
“flying circus” boy's room.
Designer Jane Antonacci and
decorative painter Willem
HRacké looked in numerous
places for their ideas: “Almost
anything can be a source of
inspiration,” Racké says. “Wae
even got on the Internet and
did searches on ‘circus.'
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young boy needs a place
to spread his wings
once he's outgrown the
sweetness of a nursery.
But how does a parent
ease that transition?
A California couple
looked to designer Jane

Antonacci for answers.
“His mother knew the nursery needed to become a little
boy’s room,” Antonacci says. “She wanted something really
lively. We decided on a flying circus theme with biplanes.”
Armed with a theme and a boy-friendly blue color palette,
Antonacci tapped decorative painter Willem Racké to
develop a plan for the walls.

Racké began by drawing scale elevations of the room,
including permanent features such as doors, windows,
and shelves. These sketches became the testing ground for
the placement of painted images. “It was a newer, rather
nondescript house, so we wanted to make the little boy’s
spaces fun,” Racké says.

Antonacci and Racké worked together to create the
initial color drawings of the biplanes to present to the
homeowners. “I like clients to be involved in the process,”
Racké says. Once they signed off on the ideas, the design
team got to work. Antonacci selected red and white as
accent colors and found a quilt with appliquéd biplanes
to solidify the theme. Racké’s team of artists covered the
bedroom walls with realistic clouds, a slender tree, and
soaring planes. “Mom understands that one day her son
will outgrow [these images], and they’ll be painted over,”
Antonacci says. When that time comes, she and Racké will
be ready to perform another transformation. =

SHOPPING GUIDE BEGINS ON PAGE 113.
FOR MORE GREAT IDEAS FOR PAINTING AND DECORATING BOYS'
ROOMS, GC TO www.bhg.com/sipboysrooms.






